
CALL FOR PAPERS

The Princeton University Department of Art and Archaeology Graduate Program invites proposals for its 
2012 graduate research conference, The End of the ‘-ist’ and the future of art history. Including scholarship 
on European, American, Latin American, African, Asian and other areas of study, this year’s conference will 
consist of an evening session and opening address by Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann (Frederick Marquand 
Professor of Art and Archaeology at Princeton University) on Friday, March 30th followed by a series of 
three panels and a keynote address by Yaëlle Biro (Assistant Curator of African Art, Metropolitan Museum 
of Art) on Saturday, March 31st.

About the conference theme: 
It is said that today’s world is a smaller place due to advancements in travel, communications and technology. 
But was the world ever that large? By positing a globalized art history—and in turn deemphasizing the 
primacy of specialists and departments and rejecting the rigid timelines that have prefaced decades of art 
history textbooks—the field has begun to embrace hybrid identities and an eclecticism that better describe 
the interconnected ways in which art has transcended both time and space. This conference seeks to 
explore the ways in which the actual creation of art defies the strict geographical and temporal restrictions 
currently programmatized by the academic institution of art history and to question the continued value of 
periodization and geographic specialization in a field where current trends in scholarship point to a long 
history of global artistic interchange. 

The question of how academia will respond to this methodological shift is of utmost concern for today’s 
scholars, curators and graduate students studying. We therefore welcome papers from a variety of time 
periods and geographic areas, especially those that are underrepresented in the current canon of art history. 
Possible topics include diaspora, travel, interdisciplinarity, multiculturalism, and case studies of specific of 
an object/location/style, as well as methodological concerns and museology. 

Interested participants should submit a CV and one page abstract for a twenty minute paper as attachments to 
gradsymp@princeton.edu by 1/5/2012. Successful applicants will be notified by 01/20/2012 and should 
be available the weekend of March 30-31, 2012. Limited funds for travel and lodging are available for 
participants.

The End of the '-ist' and the future of art history
A graduate research conference - March 30–31, 2012



Opening address - Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann 
Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann is the Frederick Marquand Professor of Art and Archaeology at Princeton University, 
where he teaches courses on art and architecture of the sixteenth to the eighteenth century in Europe and its 
relations with other parts of the world. In addition to his many other interests, his research into the idea of a 
global art history includes his publication of Towards a Geography of Art History (2004). More recently he has 
lectured in Bogota, Rio de Janeiro, and Coimbra, Portugal and participated in various symposia in Amsterdam, 
Paris, Davis, California, Barcelona, and elsewhere devoted to these questions. In addition, during the academic year 
2010–2011 he co-organized and chaired a session on “Voices from Around the World” for the National Committee 
of the History of Art and the International Committee of the College Art Association at CAA’s Annual Meeting in 
New York; he was also invited by CAA to chair an extraordinary centennial session on globalization at the Annual 
Meeting. The Historians of Netherlandish Art invited him to co-chair and organize a session on the global aspects 
of Netherlandish art that was held at the Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America held in Montreal.  
A volume on the Dutch impact on art in Africa and Asia co-edited with Michael North, and containing a paper 
on the Dutch in China and Taiwan (where he lectured in November) is forthcoming. He also contributed a paper 
on a global view of art in the Spanish empire to the essay volumes for an exhibition of painting of the Spanish 
viceroyalties held in Madrid and Mexico City in 2010 and 2011.  
 As vice-president of the National Committee of the History of Art and membre titulaire of the International 
Congress of the History of Art he is regularly involved with multinational relations among art historians throughout 
the world. The diploma presented to him when he received an honorary doctorate in Dresden in May 2011 cited 
among other things the application of his scholarship as a basis in the effort to establish a more global history of 
art, and his services for international collaboration and mutual understanding among nations.

Keynote Address - Yaëlle Biro 
Yaëlle Biro is Assistant Curator for African Arts at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, where she has 
been working for over five years. In addition to the most recent exhibition “Heroic Africans,” she collaborated in the 
organization of exhibitions such as “Eternal Ancestors: The Art of the Reliquary in Central Africa,” “The Essential 
Art of African Textiles: Design Without End,” and “Reconfiguring an African Icon: Odes to the Mask by Modern and 
Contemporary Artists from Three Continents.”
 She completed her dissertation in 2010 at the Sorbonne in Paris, focusing on the history of collecting 
African arts during the first half of the twentieth century. Her dissertation was recently awarded the Dissertation 
Prize of the Musée du Quai Branly in Paris.

About the speakers. . . 


